MINUTES FOR THE ROSE VALLEY EAC MEETING OF APRIL 22, 2025

Attendance:

EAC Voting Members: Leonard Busby, Chair; Roger Latham, Vice Chair; Cindy Burke; Kathy
Siwicki; Olivia Nnadi; Katie Rubin

EAC Associate Members: Dave Firn; Jim Audley

Other Attendees: Bill Hale, Mayor; Geoff Cox; Marya Bradley; Deb De Masi; Marge Firn
Call to Order:

Leonard Busby called the meeting to order at 7:37 pm.

Public Comment:

Deb De Masi noted that she was looking for Town Watch volunteers.

Marya Bradley asked about yellow ribbons having been placed on some trees near the Rose
Valley Pool. These may be trees identified by PECO for upcoming pruning or removalin
order to assure clearance from overhead electric transmission wires.

Cindy Burke and Roger Latham noted that homeowners can ask PECO to have trees
“topped” instead of being cut completely down, thereby providing habitat for woodpeckers
and other creatures.

Katie Rubin shared that PECO had agreed to distribute new trees to local Tree Tender
organizations; Rose Valley does not now have a certified “tree tender” program. Assuming
that PECO will be making new trees available in some manner to homeowners whose
existing trees are cut down or topped for wire clearance, Leonard Busby agreed to prepare
and circulate for EAC comment a draft version of an email blast for the Borough that would
recommend environmentally wise decisions for homeowners whose existing trees will be
pruned or cut down by PECO.

Roger Latham noted that the Pew Park grass is now very green which he thought could be
the result of added fertilizer that can produce adverse environmental consequences.
Considerable discussion followed as regards environmentally appropriate lawn care to the
extent that there is a lawn in the first place; Doug Tallamy and other environmental
scientists now recommend against any lawn (sometimes referred to as “green pavement”)
to the extent possible. Lawn management at Pew Park and elsewhere in our Borough will be
placed on the agenda for discussion at future EAC meetings.



Approval of Minutes:

The proposed minutes for March 25 were approved (four votes in favor and two
abstentions) with the addition of this new sentence to be included in the Report on Winter
Salt Awareness section of the March 25 minutes: “The chloride levels increased going
downstream, and downstream of the Rose Valley Pool the increase was to a level that is
unsafe for some invertebrates.”

Report on results of the Third Annual Free the Trees (of English lvy):

Kathy Siwicki provided the following report:

A huge thank you to everyone who participated in Rose Valley's third annual Free the Trees
event! Here are our impressive results: We started on Saturday March 29, when 25
volunteers (Traymore residents and members of the SRV community) met at the School
parking lot and fanned out into the woods with tools and trashbags. Together we removed
ivy vines from 72 trees in the woods surrounding SRV and Traymore.

On April 5 volunteers worked in three different areas: (i) in the South Longpoint
neighborhood, 5 volunteers freed 20 trees; (ii) at the RV Pool and Tennis Club, 11 volunteers
freed 42 trees, including many on steep slopes and several that were massively infested
with multiple thick vines; and (iii) at the RV Museum, 15 volunteers (including 8 members of
Boy Scout troop 272) freed 50 trees. This included a large black walnut tree close to Rose
Valley Road. We can all look forward to watching the ivy leaves on that beautiful black
walnut tree dry up and turn brown in the coming months!

In total, 56 volunteers removed English lvy from 184 trees this year! Combined with 250
trees that we freed in 2023 and 2024, that's 434 Rose Valley trees that are healthier now
than they were two years ago. In addition, residents have freed multiple trees in their own
yards and neighborhoods.

Special thanks to key collaborators who were essential to the success of this year's efforts.
Thanks to Cheryl Harner, Carrie Miluski, lan Rubin, Peter Howell, Ron Ploeg, and Mary-Beth
Kelley for recruiting volunteers and labeling the trees to be freed. And a big thanks to Cindy
Holsten for recruiting Pool members and providing donuts!

Update on the May 10, 2025 Rose Valley Ahnual Native Plant Sale:

Marge Firn shared that Dierdre Gibson with the Rose Valley Gardeners is looking for
volunteers to help on the morning of May 10.

Plant orders for the plant sale from Northcreek Nurseries will be picked up on the morning
of May 8.



Plants can be purchased at the Plant Sale by cash, check, or Venmo (no credit cards).

Update on annual plant and nature tour of the Saul Preserve on May 10, 2025:

Roger Latham will lead his traditional tour at 9:30 am, with a second tour planned for 11.30
am if there is sufficient interest.

Update on the May 10, 2025 (Saul Preserve) and May 17, 2025 (Chadwick Preserve)
workdays:

Jim Audley said that all work on each work day will be done by 4:00 pm and that the May 10
workday has been cleared with The Folk.

Jim has already made arrangements for use on these two workdays of the Delco “tool
trailer” which has landscape tools available for volunteers.

A written announcement for the workdays will be posted by Jim in the kiosks for both
Preserves.

Jim said that he had obtained 46 free trees for these work days from the Schuylkill Valley
Nature Center and that this collection of trees included a total of ten different tree species.
Appreciation was expressed by all for Jim’s continuing contributions to our Preserves,
including his finding a source for these free trees.

Jim noted that some weed whacking is now required on some of the trials in the Chadwick
Preserve in order to make the location of the trails more obvious.

Follow up on Winter Salt Awareness:

Katie Rubin said that this topic should be addressed at our next EAC meeting.

Discussion of MS4 (Municipal Separate Stormwater Sewer System) and Update on
MS4 matters generally:

Leonard Busby said that he had reviewed with Borough Manager Paula Healey the
Borough’s current MS4 Plan and one of the Borough’s recent annual MS4 annual reports.

Leonard noted that the Borough’s current five-year MS4 Plan, as approved by the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PaDEP), requires completion of the
already-approved sediment reduction project on Vernon Run by February of 2027.

Dave Firn noted that this already-approved project (with a projected expense of $30,000
according to the Borough’s engineer, Matt Houtman) actually needs to be installed and
completed in the Spring of 2026 because the fascines of bush dogwood designed to



stabilize the bank of Vernon Run need to be planted in the Spring, and that the only “Spring”
planting season between now and February of 2027 will be the Spring of 2026.

Leonard reported his view after his meeting with Paula that it appeared to him that our
Borough, which has minimal construction and minimal commercial property, was
essentially in compliance with reporting and other current MS4 requirements.

After discussion there was a general consensus that the already-approved MS4 Plan for our
Borough should not be changed, but that we should also continue work to see if arain
garden project in Pew Park, assisted by Greenweavers (a local landscape design firm),
could be prepared and then proposed to PaDEP to satisfy the Borough’s required
engineering project to improve storm water management that will be a necessary part of
the Borough’s next five-year MS4 plan.

Adjourn:

On motion of Cindy Burke, seconded by Katie Rubin, and then unanimously approved, the
meeting adjourned at approximately 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Leonard Busby

Acting Secretary



